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| " Indian Writer — R.K. NARAYAN '

'R. K. Narayan (1906 2001) was born in Madras and educated mostly in Mysore.
He was not good at studies and in fact, completed his B.A., at the age of twenty four.
He worked br tefly as a school teacher and also as a clerk, but he gave up these jobs
because he was _irfesistibly drawn to literature. He had a brief but happy married life,
which ended abruptly when his wife died of typhoid in the fifth year of their marriage.
‘Narayan was devastated by the loss, but his intense suffering helped Ium gain a

profound understanding of human predlcament

_ Narayan embarked on his literary oareef‘ véith Swamy and Friends, which was
'publis_hed on the :eoommendation of Grahar_n Greene. Narayan has often been
described as sordething of a writer's writer : besides Greene, his admires iﬁclude
V.S. Naipaul, John Updike and Saul Bellow. He was a recipient of numerous awards
such as the Sahitya Akademi Award, the Padma Bhushan and the A.C. Benson Medal
awarded by the Royal Socmty of Literature. He was a nommated member of the Rajya
Sabha and a fellow of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters. His

 major v#ofks include The Guide, Malgudi Days, The vendor of sweets, The Bachelor of
Arts ond_.h_is autobiograpll_y my days. o '
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Although, -Narajra_in’s_ fiction shows affinity for traditional Indian story telling, his
deceptively 'simp_le' English and ironic outlook m_ake him particularly accessible to
~ western readers. He offers a peﬁetrating analysis of human conduct and human
relationships, without ever resorting to did- .active overtones. Malgudi, the
qumt essent1a1 microcosmic Indian town of Narayans 1mag1natmn prowdes a
- realistic setting for his fiction. Like Jane Austen, he works on h1s ‘two inches of i ivory A

but Wlthm ]:us limited sphere he has achleved rare hterary dlstmctlon for hlmself.
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